
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
BUTTE-SILVER BOW COUNCIL OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
AUGUST 26, 2009 

 
 
The Special Meeting of the Council of Commissioners was called to order Wednesday, 
August 26, 2009 in the Council Chambers, Third Floor, Room 312, Courthouse Building, 
155 West Granite Street, Butte, Montana by Chief Executive Paul Babb. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

1 presiding, 10 present, 0 absent.   
 
PRAYER 
 
 Commissioner Hall led the Commissioners in prayer. 
 
SECTION I   COMMUNICATION NO. 09-584 
 

Dave Palmer, Council of Commissioners, requesting Council’s approval to 
interview candidates and appoint a replacement for Commissioner Kronenberger, 
District No. 5 on August 26, 2009.   

 
Commissioner Palmer opened the meeting and requested all four candidates to step out to 
the corridor.  The procedure to be used was explained with the following: 
 

 Candidates will be called in one at a time for interview questions.   
 A list of prepared questions will be asked of all four candidates.  Commissioner 

Shaw will begin the questioning with candidate number one and questioning of 
candidate number two will begin with Commissioner Morgan. 

 There will be a written vote after the candidates are interviewed signed by each 
Commissioner. 

 Votes will be tallied and the candidate with the most votes will be appointed as 
Commissioner of District No. 5.   

 A Motion for the selection of Commissioner of District No. 5 will be made after 
votes are tallied.   

 
The following questions were asked of each candidate: 
 

 Why do you want to be the Commissioner in District #5? 
 Do you support tax abatements? 
 What interaction have you had with people in District #5 since Commissioner 

Kronenberger’s resignation? 



 What do you believe are the biggest challenges facing District #5 and why do you 
believe you are the best selection for this position? 

 Do you plan on running for the office of Commissioner of District #5 at the end of 
the interim appointment?   

 
After the interviews were completed, Commissioner Palmer requested the 
Commissioners write their selection and sign a piece of paper.  He then asked the Clerk 
to read each Commissioner’s name and how they voted.   
 
Colleen Safratowich, Deputy Clerk-Clerk and Recorder read the following: 
 

 Commissioner Sheehy  Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Frasz   Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Lee   Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Morgan  Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Hall   Mary McLaughlin 
 Commissioner Schultz  Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Shaw   Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Foley   Mary McLaughlin 
 Commissioner Granger  Charlie O’Leary 
 Commissioner Moodry  Mary McLaughlin 

 
 
Commissioner Palmer stated Charlie O’Leary received seven votes, and Mary 
McLaughlin received three votes.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Lee and seconded by Commissioner Sheehy to 
appoint Charlie O’Leary as Commissioner for District No. 5.  The motion passed 
with a unanimous verbal vote.   
 
ADJOURN 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Lee, seconded by Commissioner Moodry and 
carried by a unanimous verbal vote to Rise to the Call of the Chair.   
 

    
 

    ____________________________________ 
     CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
CLERK AND RECORDER 
 


